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Prefervation, it is to be wifhed that the Enemies 
to our Conftitution, would fo far indulge them- 
felves in this National Humour, as to come in- 
to one Change more, by falling in with that 
Plan of Government which at prefent they think 
ftto oppofe. At leaft we may expect they will 
be fo wife as to fhew a Legal Obedience to 
the belt of Kings, who protefs the Duty of 
Paflive Obedience to the Wortt. 
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Bella Viri pacemgque gerant, queis bella gerenda. 
Virg. 
\Hen the Athenians had long contended a- 
gainft the Power of Philip, he demanded 
of them to give up their Orators, as well know- 
ing their Oppofition would be foon at an end if it 
Were not irritated from Time to Time by thefe 
Tongue-Warriors. I have endeavoured for 
the fame Reafon to gain our Female Adverfa- 
res, and by that Means to difarm the Party of 
its principal Strength. Let them give us up their 
omen, and we know by Experience how in- 
confiderable a Refiftance we are to expect from 

their Men. 

This fharp political Humour has but lately 
prevailed in fo great a Meafure as it now docs 
among the beautiful Part of our Species. They 
ufed to employ themfelves wholly in the Scenes 
ofa domettick Life, and provided a Woman 
could keep her Houfe in Order, fhe never trou- 
bled herielf about regulating the Common- 

“ wealth. 
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wealth. The Eye of the Miftrefs was wont t 













































in fo 
make her Pewter fhine, and to infpe& every Flo 
Part of her Houfhold Furniture as much as her Mf enti 
Looking Glafs. But at prefent our difcontent. § into 
ed Matrons are fo converfant in Matters of @ We 
State, that they wholly negleé their private § of | 
Affairs : for we may always obferve that aGof- J De 
fip in Politicks, is a Slattern in her Family. and 
It is indeed a melancholy Thing to fee the I car 
Diforders of a Houfhold that is under theCon- & jt | 
duct of an angry Statefwoman, who lays out J th 
all her Thoughts upon the Publick, and is only @ w 
attentive.to find out Mifcarriages in the Mini- § fr 
ftry. Several Women of this Turn are focar- § fa 
neft in contending for Hereditary Right, that 
they wholly negleét the Education of theirown § g 
Sons and Heirs ; and are fo taken up with § q 
their Zeal for the Church, that they cannot find t 
Time to teach their Children their Catechifm. J | 
A Lady who thus intrudes into the Province ot 
the Men, was fo altonifhing aCharacter among ff 





the old Romans, that when Amafia prefented 
herfelf to fpeak betore the Senate, they looked 
upon it as a Prodigy, and fent Medlengers to 
inquire of the Oracle, what it might portend to 
the Commonwealth ? 

It would be manifeftly to the Difadvantage 
of the Briti/b Caufe, fhould our pretty Loy- 
alifts profefs an Indifference in State-Afiairs, 
while their difaffe&ted Sifters are thus indultrious 
to the Prejudice of their Countrey ; and accor- 
dingly we have the Satisfaction to find our She- 
Aflociates are not idle upon this Occafion. It 
is Owing to the good Principles of thefe His 
Majetty’s fair and faithful Subjeéts, that our 
Countrey- Women appear no le{s amiable in the 
Eyes of the Male-World, than they have done 
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informer Ages. For where a great Number of 
Flowers grow, the Ground at a Diltance feems 
entirely cover’d with them, and we mu(t walk 
into it, before we can diftinguifh the feveral 
Weeds that {pring up in fuch a beautiful Mafs 
of Colours. Our great Concern is, to find that 
Deformity can arife among fo many Charms, 
and that the moft lovely Parts of the Creation 
can make themfelves the moft difagreeable. But 
it is an Obfervation of the Philofophers, that 
the beft Things may be corrupted into the 
worft; and the Ancients did not fcruple to af- 
firm, that the Furies and the Graces were of the 
fame Sex. 

As I fhould do the Nation and themfelves 
good Service, if J could draw the Ladies, who 
till hold out againft His Mayefty, into the In- 
tere(t of our prefent Eftablifhment, I fhall pro- 
pofe to their ferious Confideration, the feveral 
lnconveniencies which thofe among them un- 
dergo, who have not yet furrender’d to the Go- 
vernment. 

They fhould “firft refle& on the great Suf- 
fetings and Perfecutions to which they expofe 
themfelves by the Obftinacy of their Behaviour. 
They lofe their Ele€tions in every Club where 
they are fet up for Toafts. They are obliged 
by their Principles to ftick a Patch on the moft 
unbecoming Side of their Fore-heads. They 
forego the Advantage of Birth-Day Suits. They 
_ are infulted by the Loyalty of Claps and Hifles 
every Time they appear at a Play. They re- 
ceive no Benefit from the Army, and are never 


the better for all the young Fellows that wear: 


Hats and Feathers. They are forced to live 
inthe Countrey and feed their Chicken; at the 
fame Time that they might fhew themfelves at 

Court, 
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Court, and appear in Brocade, if they behaved 
themfelves well. In fhort, what mutt go to the 
Heart of every fine Woman, they throw them- 
felves quite out of the Fafhion. 

The above-mention’d Motive mutt have an 
Influence upon the gay Part of the Sex; and as 
for thofe who are aéted by more fublime and 
moral Principles, they fhould confider, that 
they cannot fignalize themfelves as Malecon- 
tents, without breaking through all the amiable 
Inftinéts and fofter Virtues, which are peculi- 
arly Ornamental to Womankind. Their timo- 
rous, gentle, mode(ft Behaviour; their Affabili- 
ty, Meeknefs, Good-Breeding, and many other 
beautiful Difpofitions of Mind mutt be fa- 
crificed to a blind and furious Zeal for they do 
not know what. A Man is ftartled when he 
fees a pretty Bofom heaving with fuch Party- 
Rage, as is difagreeable even in that Sex which 
is of a more coarfe and rugged Make. And 
yet fuch is our Misfortune, that we fometimes 
fee a Pair of Stays ready to burft with Sedition; 
and hear the mo{t mafculine Paffions exprelt ia 
the fweeteit Voices. I have lately been told ot 
a Countrey-Gentlewoman, pretty much famed 
for this Virility of Behaviour in Party-Dilputes, 
who, upon venting her Notions very freely in 
a ftrange Place, was carry’d before an honett 
Jultice of Peace. This prudent Magiftrate ob- 
ferving her to be a large black Woman, and 
finding by her Difcourfe that fhe was no bet- 
ter than a Rebel in a Riding-Hood, began to 
fufpe& her for my Lord Nithifdale ; till 4 
Stranger came to her Refcue, who affur’d him, 


with Tears in his Eyes, that he was her Hus- 
band. 
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In the next Place our Britifa Ladies may 
confider, that by interefting themfelves fo zea- 
loufly in the Affairs of the Publick, they are 
engaged, without any neceflity, in the Crimes 
which are often committed even by the Bett of 
Parties, and which they are naturally exempted 
from by the Privilege of their Sex. The wortt 
Character a Female could formerly arrive at, 
was of being an ill Woman ; but by their pre- 
fent Conduét, fhe may likewife deferve the Cha- 
rater of an ill Subje&t. They come in for their 
Share Of political Guilt, and have found a Way 
to make themfelves much greater Criminals, 
than their Mothers before them. 

I have great Hopes that thefe Motives, when 
they are affifted by their own Reflections, will 
incline the Fair Ones of the adverfe Party to 
come over to the National Intereft, in which 
their own is fo highly concern’d ;_ efpecially 
if they confider, that by thefe fuperfluous Em- 
ployments which they take upon them as Par- 
tifans, they do not only dip themfelves in an 
unneceffary Guilt, but are obnoxious to aGrief 
and Anguifh of Mind, which doth not proper- 
ly fall within their Lot. And here I would 
advife every one of thefe exafperated Ladies, 
Who indulges that opprobrious Eloquence which 
is fo much in fafhion, to refleé& on Ai/op’s Fa- 
ble of the Viper. This little Animal, {ays the 
Old Moralitt, chancing to meet with a File, began 
to lick it with her Ton ue till the Blood came; 
which gave her avery filly Satisfaction, as imagin- 
" the Blood came from the File, notwithftanding 
g 


the Smart was in her own Tongut:. 
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